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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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REMARKS 
ON GENESIS, IN ANSWER TO CONSISTENCY. 
(Continued from p. 157.) 

«There were giants inthe earth in those days; 
and also after that, when the sons of God came in 
unto the daughters of men, and they bare children 
tothem, the same became mighty men which were 
of old, men of renown.” It must be doubtiul at 
jeast, whether those men spoken of as giants, really 
were men of greater stature than common. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Clarke, “ our translators have ren- 
dered several different Hebrew words by the one 
term giants, viz. nephilim, gibborim, enachim, re- 
phayim, emim, and zamzuzim, by which appella- 
tives are probably meant in general, persons of 
great knowledge, piety, courage, wickedness, &e. 
and not men of enormous stature, as is generally 
conjectured.” One thing, however, is certain, these 
men were renowned for some thing or quality ; and 
they were the offspring of the sons of God ari the 
daughters of men; not of devils. 

We are then informed, ver. 4, “ And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually.” If sin will pro- 
duce misery, and we presume none will deny this 
man, at this time, must have been very miserable. 
If God had been, as many suppose, enraged, and 
determined to make mankind suffer for their sins, 
there was no necessity for removing them from this, 
mode of being to punish them; for we have God’s 
assurance, that “ T'here is no peace to the wicked.” 
Mankind were continually suffering, for their 
thoughts were evil continually! Now, under these 
deplorable circumstances, what should we expect 
from a God of love? From that Being “ who never 
aflicts willingly nor grieves the children of men?” 
Ans. We ought to expect that He would conduct 
like a merciful Being, and remedy the evil which 
occasioned so much suffering! God did this. For 
we are informed, at the next verse, (6) that “ It re- 
pented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart.” By this we un- 
derstand not that God repented according to the 
common acceptation of the term as applied to man, 
who, ignorant of the consequences of what he is 
about, when he finds by experience that he bas 
blundered and mistaken the right course of con- 
duct, is sorry, and wishes he had done differently ; 
but, that God, ever alive and solicitous for the wel- 
fare of man, his beloved offspring, pitied his sinful 
State, which produced so much suffering, and moved 
with compassion, and love as abundant as his power 
is unlimited, in boandless mercy took him away! 





And by a death, of all others, most merciful in Him 
who afflicted it, and most easy and painless to the 
sufferer. 

“ And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I 
have created, [in a hell of fire and brimstone, with 
devils, for ever and ever. Reader, how do you like 
this modern reading of the paragraph? Will you 
prefer the true one, which, instead of a hell of fire, 
says,] from the face of the earth! both man, and 
beast, and creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; 
for it repenteth me that I have made them.” (v. 7.) 
How inexpressibly abominable are the construc- 
tions which many persons put upon this passage ! 
How derogatery to the character of a wise being, to 
suppose him enraged at the work of his hands, and 
filled with fury and vengeance against the creatures 
that he hath made! Did God destroy man? Yes. 
For what? Because the thoughts of man’s heart 
were evil continually, and there was no peace to 
him! “Thou,” saith the prophet, “turneth man to 
destruction, and sayest, Return, ye children of men.” 
God “ kills,” but does not leave dead; for we are 
assured that he “ makes alive.” He wounds, but he 
does not leave the wound to fester and gangrene ; 
“for he heals” the sufferer, and restores him to the 
joys of His salvation. 

We are informed, at the 8th verse, that “ Noal: 
found grace (favour) in the eyes of the Lord.” In 
other words—God was pleased, for the accomplish- 
meat of his glorious purpose of man’s salvation, to 
communicate to Noah a knowledge of his purpose, 
and to restrain him from that wickedness which 
had corrupted and made miserable the residue of 
mankind. The 9th, 10th, and 11th verses inform 
us of the generations of Noah, by giving an account 
of his sons, and, likewxse, that Noah walked with 
God, &c. The wickedness of man is again spoken 
of, and man as corrupt before God. We recollect, 
however, that God made man good. When man 
became too corrupt of his own accord, Ged, in mer- 
cy, removed him from the cause and scene of his 
corruption, we believe firmly, to a better place ; 
where no corruption would taint his mind and 
make him miserable. Reader, “ Our God is mer- 
ciful!!!” We know no other God but this. All 
unmerciful gods we deny. The God we worship 
will do every thing io mercy; and nothing in 
hatred. 

“ And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh 
is come before me; for the earth is filled with vio- 
lence through them; and, behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth.” If God would not permit 
the old world to remain, because it was filled 
with violence, it is very absurd to suppose he will 
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suffer such a place in Ilis universe, as Calvin's, Ar- 
minus’s, and Hopkins’s hell! The destruction of 
the old world ended the first dispensation. The 
second dispensation ended with the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the temple, and Jewish church. The 
Gospel dispensation now progresses, being the 
reign of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ. When 
this ends, will commence a new dispensation, called 
the ‘dispensation of the fulness of limes.’ Then, we 
are assured, “ all will be gathered together in one in 
Christ.” 
glorious accomplishment of God's purposes, when 
he spoke of the leaven which was hid in three mea- 
sures of meal, until the whole was leavened. The 
leaven was the “ word of truth, the Gospel of our 
salvation.” The third measure of meal, or dispen- 
sation, is now leavening. In harmony with this, 
was Paul’s declaration, that the “mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations, is 


Chiist unquestionably alluded to this 


now made manifest to his saints.” We believe the 
little leaven will leaven the whole lamp. That “ all 
shall be taught of God ;” the kingdom of the devil, 
or darkness, shall be destroyed, and “God be all in 
all.” In view of this triumphant conclusion, when 
sin, death and hell, shall be destroyed, and the 
whole family of man restored to the image and 
likeness of their God, and in his presence drink 
rivers of pleasure for evermore, we say, “ Father in 
heaven thy will be done.” watrercsan! 
(To be continued.) 
—_<g—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MFRALD. 
THE DESIGN OF GOD IN THE CREATION 
OF MAN, 


Exclusive of revelation, satisfactory evidences 


may be obtained from reason, and the common and 


daily experience of his goodness. It is reasonable 
to believe that God is every way, and in every 
sense, an independent Being. And that his own 
perfections are the inexhaustible source of his own 
eternal happiness and glory. And, because he was 
independent of every creature and circumstance, he 
could have no moving cause for the creation of in- 
telligences, but the boundless benevdlence of his 
infinite mind, in desiring to communicate that hap- 
piness to others, who might be made capable of 
the enjoyment: fac it is inherent in the very nature 
of the affection, to love and desire the greatest pos- 
sible degree of felicity. Thus, if it deligits in the 
perfection and happiness of the hundred and forty 
and four thousand, it will be still more delighted 
with the blessedness of double that number, and so 
on, until every intelligent being is encircled that 
shall ever be created by Infinite Wisdom. Lore 
cannot make any creature a loser by existence ; for 
all must have cause of rejoicing, of thanksgiv- 
ing and praise. That any one was ever made for 
endless misery, is a supposition derogatory to rea- 
son, and totally incompatible with the nature of 
love. If God in the beginning of his works did fix 
upon the best possible plan, conyprising the greatest 
good of the universe in a perfect system, and in that 
system it was determined best that man should be 
immortal, and continue a holy being, and that plan 


—— 
of immortality and constant holiness is totally fry. 
trated and set aside, then it follows, that a plan less 
wise and good is now in operation. Is not this de. 
rogatory to the honour of him who hath Infinite 
Wisdom to contrive, and Almighty Power to cary 
imto effect? If God did not fix upon and deter. 
mine his plan, before man rebelled, then he was jy 
some sense dependant on man, who by one single 
act of disobedience could overturn the best possible 
plan that Omnicience could devise. But, if the in- 
dependent God did determine and fix upon the bes 
possible plan, having an end in view, then it is rea. 
sonable to conclude, that adequate means were als» 
selected and determined by the same wise counsel, 
and must intallibly accomplish the design: for jj 
Intinite Wisdom selected the means, Almighty 
Power, as an equal attribute, stands responsible for 
the accomplishment of the end proposed, 

* Benevolence is the love of happiness, and the de- 
sire of ts existence wherever it does not already ex- 
ist. Should this happiness, thus desired, fail to ex- 
ist, the frustration of the desire must be a preven- 
tion, or annihilation, of the enjoyment which was 
found in the contemplation of its existence, or which 
the fulfilment of it would have produced. If, then, 
God desired the existence of happiness in other be- 
ings, or in other words, if God was benevolent, (jor 
this phrase means exactly the same thing) we cap- 
not but see, that it was impossible in the moval 
sense, for him to fail of producing it; and that if he 
had not produced it, his happiness must have been 
diminished. The universe and every thing which 
it contains, was created for some end: that it was 
created for the purpose of bringing into existence 
the happiness which the conscious beings contained 
in it were intended to enjoy, and for the pleasure 
which God experienced in producing this happiness. 
This truth will not be denied, unless for the sake of 
denying it; sinee the contrary supposition would 
impute to the Creator the most absolute folly, and 
would therefore be a palpable blasphemy. If it is 
certain that God createg all things for his pleasure, 
it is unanswerably ceftain, that he will unceasingly 
conduct it by his providence to the purpose for 
which it was created. This consideration is infi- 
nitely glorious to God. This divine disposition is 
the boundless energy of the Infinite Mind; the in- 
tense and imimeasuiable love of doing good, unceas- 
ingly and endlessly producing that happiness in 
which it delights. It creates, with an activity never 
wearied and never discouraged, means to this glo- 
rious end, without number and beyond degree, filled 
with a diversity, incomprehensible, to effectuate in 
the most perfect manner this eminently divine pur- 
pose. It is a tree which planted in this distant 
world, reaehes the highest heaven; adorned with 
branches, endless in their multitudes, covered with 
leaves and blossoms of superior natural beauty, and 
loaded with fruits of life and happiness, countless in 
their number, unceasing in their succession, and 
eternal in their progress; while all the innumera- 
ble millions of precipient beings, approach, and eat, 
and live. The benevolence of God is his whole 





moral character. ‘ God is love; endlessly diversi- 
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fied in its operations and manifestations ; but simple 
and indivisible in its nature, an intense flame of un- 
compounded good will.”* 

God created man in his own image; gave him 
understanding, will, and power to act; and hath so 
constituted him, that in doing his duty he finds his 
happiness, and thus enjoys the blessings of his Cre- 
ator: he glorifies God and fulfils the end and de- 
sign of his creation, The Wisdom of God in crea- 
tion hath assigned to man an active part, which is 
indispensable to the harmony of the system, and the 
creat good of the universe; which is a voluntary 
co-operation with him in his works, and calls on all 
to perform their several parts, that they might come 
into the possession and enjoyment of that happiness 
for which they were created, as their chief end, and 
to which the providence of God, as an unremitted 
agency, directs the several constituent parts of the 
sreat whole, by certain established rules, support- 
ing and guiding by the surest means that Omni- 
science can devise, to the great end proposed, which 
is the consummation of all things, or a perfection 
of bliss. 

“Inthe succession of things according to these or- 
dinances, the power, wisdom, and goodness of God, 
are gloriously manifested in a series of events, beau- 
tiful and harmonious, wonderful and sublime, be- 
youd any limit assignable by the thoughts of man. 
The designs of God involve the supreme and eter- 
nal good of the universe. When God created the 
universe, it is most evident that he could have no 
possible end in view in this great work, but to glori- 
fy himself, in doing good to the creatures which he 
had made.” And it is beyond the power of created 
beings to frustrate his designs. God hath not com- 
menced to build, and proved unable to finish: For 
his counsel shall stand, and he will do all his plea- 
sure. God created man, not only to be an image of 
his eternity, but that he might also be filled with be- 
nevolence, and be made a partaker of that holiness 
which shall cause him ever to bear a resemblance of 
his Heavenly Father, in an active communication 
of good to others, and rejoicing in their happiness ; 
and love being the only law by which himself is 
governed, he requireth the same of his creatures, 
and is pleased to accept of it as the fulfilling of 
every precept, and the bond of perfectness; for it 
is the strength of his kingdom, the foundation of his 
throne, and the happiness of the universe. Because 
he loveth his creatures, he hath commanded them 
to love each other. Because he never hates, he 
hath forbidden them to hate. His love to us being 
unchangeable, he hath laid us under the same obli- 
gation of perseverance in the affection towards our 
neighbours: for whom God loveth, he loveth to the 
end. The general testimony of Scripture is, that 
Giod is good unto all, and that his tender mercies 
are over all his works: and that his mercies en- 
dure for ever. That he supplies every creature with 
all needed good, and from him comes down every 
good and perfect gift. It also informs us, that God 
hath made to all people a feast of fat things. And 





as a reward, or inducement to obedience, life and 

endless felicity are prepared for them in the heavens. 

For this is the record, that God hath given us eter- 

nal life, and this life is in his Son: for we are his 

ofispring. The Shekinah of the divine Presence, 

says Chrysostom: and Plato calls him the Ray of 

Divinity. 

Ifthe chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy 

him for ever, the counsel naust stand ; and in spite of 

all the foes in earth and hell, the end must be ac- 

complished: every knee shall bow in humble ado- 

ration, and every tongue shall swear allegiance to 

the glory of God the Father. But while in this 
state of darkness and ignorance, in which we are 

made subject to vanity, what greater proof can rea- 

son ask, or experience give, of the goodness of God 
and his benevolent intention, than the kindnesses 
that are daily done to the unthankful and the evil ? 
And since there is none righteous, no not one, to 
receive the blessings of God, they are unreservedly 

given to the wicked. From the earliest ages, the 
earth has been filled with violence by the hands of 
men; yet God hath given them seed time and har- 
vest; rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons; filling 
their hearts with food and gladness. What more 
can be said! What further proof can be asked of 
the superlative, the unbounded goodness of our 
God, as witnessing his gracious designs to the world 
of mankind! He could not create with a design to 
make miserable, for the advancement of his own 
happiness ; for he was perfectly happy before crea- 
tion. And if he afilicts for the diversion or rejoi- 
cing of others, we must be under the necessity to 
conclude, that his court is not yet cleared of those 
fell monsters of cruelty, to whom the ancient inha- 
bitants of Canaan offered their children in sacrifice. 
The bare design of making one endlessly miserable, 
would eternally absolve that creature from every 
obligation of gratitude: but that the Deity by a de- 
cree of reprobation, hath for ever put it out of the 
power of many of his creatures to obtain happiness, 
is a slander from that region where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and hath tormented many, 
and possibly deceived some of the very elect. 

It is impossible for the benevolent to rejoice in 
the torment of others, or ever to be perfectly happy, 
so long as misery is visible among any of the intel- 
ligent creatures of the universe. And to produce 
even a reconciliation, it is necessary to have a par- 
tial view of that plan of his who sees all things in- 
tuitively, and faith in the final result of those things 
that now appear so discordant to a finite mind. 
Where there are no benefits received, nor any de- 
signed, there can be no obligations of either love or 
giatitude. The foundation of our love and gratitude 
io God, is his unbounded love and goodness to us : 
therefore, justice can never demand from those (if 
any such) that were made for endless misery, either 
love, praise, or gratitude. The great rejoicing mul- 
titade which no man could number, had washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb: therefore they cried with a loud voice, 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne ; 





* Dr. Dwight. 





for they were under an incalculable obligation 
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to him that had promised them, that they should 
neither hunger nor thirst any more, and that he 
would wipe away all tears from their eyes. Where- 
fore, it was incumbent on them to say, “ Blessing, 
and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and ho- 
nour, and power, and might, unto our God, for ever 
and ever.” Amen. 
S. M. ROSE. 
—_—p-— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 
JAMES ARMINIUS. 

Arminianism, the leading feature of which is Uni- 
versal Redemption, diffuses itself widely throughout 
the religious world. It has to boast of able and 
zealous advocates, both in the church of England 
and among the protestant dissenters. The General 
Baplists believe it to be the most scriptural sys- 
tem of divinity. It is in their opinion most honour- 
able to the perfections of God, and most conducive 
to the happiness of mankind. To inquire, there- 
fore, into the life of the man who has been distin- 
guished for its defence and spread, in modern umes, 
cannot fail of imparting a degree of pleasure and 
satisfaction. 

James Arminius, the founder of the sect of Ar- 
minians, Was born at Qude-water in Holland, in the 
year 1560. He was of a respectable family, but 
losing his father at an early period, he was indebted 
for the first part of his education to a good natured 
clergyman who was favourable to4he reformation, 
and who, in order to avoid saying mass, often chang- 
ed the place of his habitation. Arminius was a stu- 
dent at the University of Utrecht, when death 
deprived him of his patron; but the loss was alle- 
viated by the assistance of his countryman Rodol- 
phus Snellius, who in 1579, took him along with him 
to Marpurg. Here his repose was soon disturbed 
by the melancholy intelligence that his country had 
been sacked by the Spaniards; he accordingly, in- 
stantly returned to Holiand, where he found his mo- 
ther, his sister, his brothers, and almost all the in- 
habitants of Qude-water, murdered! This awful 
circumstance involved him in the profoundest af- 
fliction. 

We next find him a diligent student at the uni- 
versity of Leyden, pursuing his learning with so 
much success that he obtained a high degree of re- 
putation. In 1583, the magistrates of Amsterdam 
sent him to Geneva to finish his studies, and he at- 
tended the Lectures of Theodore Beza. Here he 
displeased some of the leading men by his attach- 
ment to the philosophy of Ramus, and left the place 
for Basil, where he met with a kind reception. 
They even offered him the degree of divinity, which 
he modestly declined. He, however, visited Geneva, 
where, finding the adversaries of Ramus’s philo- 
sophy less violent, he observed a greater modera- 
tion. He now found himself inclined to see Italy, 
and particularly to hear the lectures of Zabarella at 
Padua. He passed about seven months in the jour- 
ney, and then returned to his native country. This 
excursion gave rise to some stupid reports of his 





predilection for popery. 
ed ample vindication. 
Hitherto the subject of our memoir seems to haye 
had no settled situation ; but hence forward we ay. 
to regard him as taking his station in society. Hy. 
ving finished his education, and‘gratified his curios). 
ty, by visiting various places, he devoted himself 1 
the instruction and improvement of mankind, 
Arminius was ordained minister at Amsterdam in 
the year 1588, where he soon became distinguished 


His conduct soon receiy- 


for his learning and piety. As a preacher he was 
much followed and universally applauded. But y 
circumstance now occurred well worthy attention, 
Martin Lydius, professor of divinity, at Francker, 
thought him a proper person to refute a writing, 
wherein the doctrine of Predestination, as laid dows 
by Beza, was attacked. The task was undertakey ; 
but, to the astonishment of those who employed 
him, the business met with a singular termination, 
Arminius, upon examining this attack upon predes. 
tination, found the defence of the doctrine imprac- 
ticable! He embraced the very opinions he was 
appointed to refute! A memorable proof of his 
impartiality—a rare instance of a mind rising above 
the mists of prejudice, and ayowing its integrity to 
the world! He was indeed threatened for this 
change of sentiment, being gravely charged with 
departing from the established doctrine; a crime 
which his accusers had a few years before commit- 
ted, by their renouncing the established absurdities 
and abominations of popery. Happily for Arminius 
the magistrates of Amsterdam, interposing their 
authority, prevented his enemies from putting their 
design into execution. Had his opposers been en- 
dued with the same honesty of mind, such an ai- 
mirable instance of integrity might have softened 
prejudice—induced a spirit of inquiry, and have 
been the means of their giving up the doctrine of 
predestination, which, while it begets spiritual pride 
in the chosen few, consigns all the rest of the human 
race to eternal perdition! 

In 1603, Arminius was called to the professorship 
of divinity, at Leyden, where he entered on the du- 
ties of his station with spirit and ability. The dis- 
putes about grace and predestination soon after 
broke out in the university. Having embraced con- 
scientiously the opposite side of the question, it is 
not to be supposed he would remain a quiet specta- 
tor on the occasion. He accordingly defended hin- 
self with great learning and moderation. His ene- 
mies at the same time (particularly Gomerus) heap- 
ed upon him every species of abuse, which their 
unhallowed zeal suggested. But his reputation re- 
mained unsullied. He was continually attended by 
a numerous audience, who admired the strength of 
his arguments and the solidity of his learning. This 
only roused his opponents to further acts of outrage, 
and indecorum. In 1607 he wrote an excellent 
letter to the ambassador of the elector Palatine, vin- 
dicating his conduct, with regard to the controversy 
in which he had been engaged. Nor must we omit 
to mention that in the same year, he gave a fair and 
manly account of his sentiments to the states of 
Holland. Truth wants np disguise; she disdains 
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concealment; courting the attention of ‘mankind, 
che teaches them to cultivate the fruits of Right- 
eousness, Peace, and Charity. 

These contests, however, in which Arminius had 
been engaged, were carried on by the other par- 
+y with so much fury, that it at Jast injured his spi- 
hits and brought on his dissolution. He died the 
19th of October, 1609, most sincerely regretted by 
aij those who were acquainted with the integrity of 
pis mind, and the fervor af his piety. The writings 
ofthis great man are not very numerous, and chiefly 
relating to the controversy which we have already 
wentioned. The Curators of the university had so 
creat a regard for his memory, as to settle a pension 
on bis wife and children. The celebrated Grotius 
wrote a poem on his decease, the following extract 
may serve as a specimen—it alludes to the fiery dis- 
putes by which his life had been embittered and de- 


stroyed. 


From whence the lust of quarrel and debate, 

This zeal of parties and pernicious hate ? 

Has our dear Lord’s infernal foe, conceal’d, 

Sown this bad seed and scattered o’er his field? 
Or does the hasty wrath of mortal man 

And wit deprav'd the untemper’d strife maintain, 
And to vile ends the cause of God profane ? 

Or while the world inquisitive to know 

All secrets scans, and things forbid below, 

Is this the righteous punishment assign’d, 

T’ abash the boldness of the curious mind ? 

As when of old the madding people strove, 

From their proud tow’r, to scale even heav’n above, 
4 thousand erring tongues their speech embroil’d, 
And with wild jargon the vain counsel foil’d. 

Ah! what do we attempt! the little stock 

Selected from the world, the purchas'd flock, 
tnvades itself and rends with mutual spite, 

While Turks rejoice and Jews applaud the sight. 
Bless’d the religion, which from factious heat, 
Chastly preserv'd, and arts of human wit, 

Shines in its own simplicity complete! 

Of controversies blind to chase the night 

With its own lustre prevalently bright: 

That the whole church of Christ made one in love, 
May persevere, and, aided from above, 

rheir life to men and faith to heaven approve ! 


We shall here add the character of Arminius, 
taken from the General Biographical Dictionary.— 
» Arminius was esteemed an excellent preacher, his 
voice was low but very agreeable, and his pronun- 
ciation admirable ; he was easy and affable to per- 
sons of all ranks, and facetious in his conversation 
amongst his friends. His great desire was that 
Christians would bear with one another in all con- 
troversies that did not affect the fundamentals of 
their religion, and when they persecuted each other 
for points of indifference, it gave him the utmost 
dissatisfaction. His enemies endeavoured to repre- 
sent him in the most disadvantageous light ; but his 
memory has been sufficiently vindicated by men of 
the greatest distinction.” 

We close our ideas by observing, that though we 
are far from supposing Arminius free from infirmi- 
ties, yet he appears to have been an able divine, an 
eloquent preacher, and a Christian whose profession 


A CRITIQUE ON HEB. x11. 23. 

But ye are come to the spirits of just men made perfect. 

Most, I may say, all commentators explain this 

clause as meaning the souls of such as enjoy com- 

plete happiness in heaven, with whom sincere Chris- 

tians on earth, it is judged, form one and the same 

body. “Just,” saith a great writer, “as persons 
travelling in foreign parts are still always esteemed 
to continue members of the same community with 
those who remain at home in their native country.” 
Thus, while our present dwelling is on earth, we are 
by faith and hope, and an imitation of their virtues, 
joined to the saints in heaven. 

But I am apt to think, that the meaning of the 
apostle has been universally mistaken: and that the 
words do not at all relate to any separate, improved 
and happy existence of the souls of those who have 
died in the faith. Much less can I conceive, that 
they particularly refer, according to the opinion of 
one learned commentator, to the ancient believers, 
who, he apprehends, were not admitted to heaven 
and to the enjoyment of God upon their leaving this 
world, but were admitted thither as soon as Christ 
was raised from the dead. This appeais to be a 
merely unsupported fancy. 

The phrase, the spirits of men nade perfect, 
compared with the other clauses in this passage, 
the language of the context, and the design of 
this epistle, | am much inclined to think, do nos 
relate to the separate state of holy seuls in hea- 
ven, but to a perfection to which Chuiistians have 
attained in this world; or to the perfection of their 
religion and of their spiritual state, compared with 
that of ancient believers. It cannot be doubted, 
that the apostle, in this expression, hid an eye to 
what he had said before, ch. xi. 40. viz: that God 
hath provided some better things for ts, that they 
without us should not be made perfect. The ques- 
tion is, what is the perfection here meant; whether 
a perfection of the soul in heaven, or a perfection of 
religious state and knowledge on earth? I have little 
difficulty in saying, that the latter only was meant. 
The whole strain of reasoning, througl this epistie, 
goes to show the superior excellence of that dispen- 
sation, of which the Hebrew Christians were par- 
takers, to that enjoyed by good men who lived un- 
dei the old dispensation of Moses. The compari- 
son turns, in every instance, upon those things only 
which relate to the state of religious knowledge, 
and privileges in this world. The word perfect, in 
the writings of the apostle, especially in this epistle, 
has uniformly this pointed reference. It means im- 
provements and attainments within the reach of 
Christians living on earth: but not attainable by 
the pious worthies of former ages. Of them the 
apostle observes, that they had not received the pro- 
mise, though they received a good report through 
faith. The promise here spoken of, was that made 
to Abrahain, Isaac, and Jacob: which was (1) to 
make the seed of Abraham very numerous: (2) to 
give that seed the land of Canaan: (3) that all the 
earth should be blessed in his seed. Now every one 
could see the two first parts of this promise made 





did honour to Christianity. 





good, and thus they all received the promise: but, 
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as to the other part which related to the blessing to 
be conveyed to all the earth, they did not, nor could 
they, receive that, till the promised seed that should 
arise, and who, in the fulness of time, did come. 
They expected and believed, that some time or 
other, God would make good his word: but when, 
or how, the best and ablest of old did not know, nor 
could they have the happiness of seeing ; but this 
was reserved for us who have seen the Messiah. 
The believing Hebrews were, by faith in Christ, in- 
corporated into one bedy with those who had attain- 
ed to a perfect knowledge of heavenly discoveries 
and divine blessings, which the ancient saimts and 
believers saw only afar off. 

The only objection that can be made to this ex- 
planation of the clause, is, that the apostle doth not 
say, we are come to just men made perfect, but to the 
spirits of such: as denoting a state of separation 
from the bedy. We are indeed, accustomed to con- 
ceive that this is the import of his language: but 
whether this be a scriptural and just sense of the 
phrase, wilt admit a question. That it should be 


understood here as descriptive of the whole person, 
is agreeable to the use of the word spirit, in other 


places. The spirit of a man means the same as the 
man. 1 Cor. ii. 11. Seducing spirits signifies se- 
ducers. 1 Tim. iv. 1. The Lord Jesus be with 
thy spirit, is the same as be with thee. They have 
refreshed mq spirit and yours, is, they have refresh- 
ed me, Paul and you, Corinthians. Thus the spi- 
rits of just men made perfect, may properly mean 
just men. 

To them, under the gospel, Christ hath opened 
the great scheme of his gospel more clearly and ful- 
ly. To them are revealed those designs and coun- 
sels which had been hid from the saints of former 
ages. The patriarchs and the pious worthies under 
the Mosaiclaw, did not see the things which we 
have seen: aor hear the things which we have heard. 
Now the camprehensive and extensive scheme of 
divine mercy is unfolded and executed. The last 
and best manifestation of divine truth and mercy 
hath raised as to a state of improvement and per- 
fection, to which the most excellent of former times 
could not attain. In the language of our sacred 
poet— 

“ How happy are our ears, 
That hear this joyful sound, 
Which kings and prophets waited for, 
And sought but never found. 
How blessed are our eyes, 
That see this heav'nly light; 
Prophets and kings desir'd it long, 
But died without the sight.” 
tb. 
—~p>— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
A SHORT DIALOGUE, 
Between a Calvinist and a Universalist. 

Cal. Sir, lb wonder, in my heart, that you can 
reconcile your mind to the doctrine you profess. I 
have a much better opinion of those who hold to a 
future state of retribution, in which the wicked will 
be rewarded according to their wicked deeds, 
though they believe there will be a restoration. It 





, - ee 
is true I do not hold with them, yet I do not think 


that their doctrine is so entirely unreasonable and 
dangerous to the cause of religion and the moral. 
of society, as your doctrine is; for you hold thar 
there is no punishment at all for sin. 

Uni. I am inclined, Sir, to think that your opinion, 
on this subject, is not the result of either due reflec. 
tion or suitable information. If you will answe; 
me candidly to a few plain questions, I believe yo, 
will find that the sentiment or principle you Speak 
so freely against, is a principle on which you your. 
self would act, and for which your conscience wou; 
never reproach you. 

Cal. I act on sucha principle! God forbid. Yo) 
hold that there is no punishment for sin, and thy 
the wicked and the righteous will all fare alike, 

Uni. In this you are under a mistake. | wi!) 
endeavour to point it out, that you may see it. Sip 
is a moral disorder, and may be represented by sick. 
ness. Our Saviour said, “The whole need not the 
physician, but they that are sick.” Dear Sir, do yoy 
understand this ? 

Cal. Yes, surely, I allow this; but then wh, 
does it prove ? 

Uni. Be not in haste, friend, but let us see a litt) 
further. Ifour Saviour represented sinners by those 
who are sick, did he not mean to represent thow 
who are righteous, by those who are whole ? In ow 
word, is not this the plain truth; the righteous are 
in health, and the wicked are sick ? 

Cal. Besure, I allow this; but what does it prove: 

Uni. Sir, if you will calmly reflect, you will v 
what it proves. It proves that I do not hold, as you 
think I do, that the righteous and the wicked al 
fare alike. 

Cal. I can’t see how it proves any such thing. 

Uni. Do you think, Sir, that well people and sick 
people all fare alike ? You have a large family, an! 
of late I learn that a number of your children hav: 
been very sick; while some were in health an’ 
others sick, did they all fare alike? While thos 
who were in health could eat and drink as usual, 
with gratification and satisfaction, did it not pain 
your heart to see the sick ones wracked with pain, 
and to see them nanuseate even at the sight oi 
wholesome food ? 

Cal. I see now what you mean; but I could not 
think before what you were after. 

Uni. Well, now you understand, that I do not 
think that the righteous and the wicked all fae 
alike ; you will be so good as to listen while I prov: 
that you would act on the very principle which you 
condemn. The principle is this; God is equal 
kind to all his family of man, and equally designs 
and acts for their good. So did you, while some of 
your children were sick and the rest in healt), 
though you could not make them, while in this sitv- 
ation, all equally happy, yet you could design and 
act equally for the good of all. You were unde 
the necessity of administering very disagreeable 
medicines to those who were sick, while at the same 
time you fed the healthy with nutricious food which 
was most agreeable to their taste. But you were 
just as good to the sick as you were to those who 
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were in health. Does your conscience reprove you 
for this? 

Cal. My conscience? No. I should do the same 
again. 

Uni. But then what do you think about its being 
jicentious ? Did you dare to let your children, who 
were well, know that you felt as kindly toward 
those who were sick, as you did towards them? 
Were you not afraid that your kindness to your 
sick children would induce those who were in 
health to endeavour to get the disorder which tor- 
mented those who were sick and be sick too? Did 
vou find it necessary to tell those that were well, 
that they must not be offended because you treated 
the sick with kindness, nor allow themselves to be 
induced by this kindness to try to be sick them- 
selves; and that if they could try to preserve their 
health until you and the physician should be able 
to overcome the disorder of the sick, you would 
then make such a display of your wrath on those 
who were then sick, that they would be satisfied 
that you acted on a righteous principle ? 

Cal. I never saw these things in this light before. 
The comparison which you have used and to which 
[have consented, certainly makes this subject ap- 
pear very differently from what it usually has done. 
And f must confess that you have proved what I 
had not the least thought could be proved, that I 
do, in fact, act in my family, exactly on the prin- 
ciple which I condemned and called licentious. 
And I may very justly add, that it would be wicked 
in me to act on any other principle. 

Uni. Tam heartily glad that your candour has 
suffered your eyes to come open. You now see 
what a dark vail the religious world lies under, and 
how entirely wrong their sentiments are, respecting 
the nature of righteousness and the nature of sin. 
And you will perceive, that the very doctrine which 
religious people call licentious, is the only rational 
doctrine, and the only doctrine which has the least 
tendency to promote genuine morality. 

—>—- 
FOLLOWING THE MULTITUDE TO DO EVIL. 

We recently received a Nuinber of a new theolo- 
sical publication, entitled “THe ORIENTAL STAR,” 
published at Albany, and devoted to modern mis- 
sionary plans, enterprizes, fire and brimstone, &c. 
kc, &e. There is something novel, to say the least, 
in the idea of an “ oriental star” appearing in this 
western world! ‘This paper has commenced in the 
beatea track, and, of course, published the story of 
the “death of a young lady,” with all the high co- 
louring which modern dealers in fire and brimstone 
so lavishly bespatter their warning and terrible sto- 
nes with. "This is the identical story which was 
told from the pulpit, with abundance of notes, anno- 
lations, and aggravated circumstances, by a certain 
tisciple of John Calvin, not many miles from the 
City Hall, some time since ; and with such pecu- 
liar emphasis, gesture, groaning and growling, as to 
set all his admirers a snivelling and whining! This 
happy effect so delighted the reverend gentleman, 
that, on leaving his church, at the conclusion of the 
“rvice, he turned to a friend, with whom he was 





walking, and mustering all his significance, with 
the most beautiful and accomplished energy, said, 
“ How I made the sarpents ery!!!” 

This celebrated story, which has been trumpeted 
from one end of the continent to the other, the 
recital of which has so often “made the sarpents 
cry,” we pronounce to be a false statement, and call 
upon the publishers of this statement of facts (as 
they presume to call it,) to prove the truth of 
them. This story has been published differently ; 
apparently every one tries his hand to stir up the 
fire, and add new terrors to the account. We 
noticed this affair in our Second Volume, page 140, 
as published in the “ New-Haven Religious Intel- 
ligencer.” The story, as is usual, has grown con- 
siderably, since that time, and if it continues to be 
fattened with the exaggerations of religious mon- 
gers, may, in process of time, not only damm the 
young lady, but her whole neighbourhood ! 

This young lady, aged 20 years, attended a ball, 
and committed the “ unpardonable sin,” by dancing 
with her companions, to the wicked sound of a 


fiddle! God, her Heavenly Father, was so enraged 


at this wnerampled crime, that he smote her with 
an incurable disease ; and the poor young lady, on 
seeing a gown, which her mamma had given her to 
wear at the ball, said, “ There is the price of my 
soul—for that I bartered my hopes of Heaven!” 

(> “ Come, now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool!” Isa.i. 18. Reader, 
put this and that together ! 

—_~>—. 
RELIGIOUS DELUSION. 

Messrs. Editors—The following account of the 
delusion of a young man, was written in the month 
of May last, with an intention to have it published, 
but it was withheld by the request of a friend, not to 
publish it, for fear of wounding the feelings of the 
yong man’s connexions. However, on seeing in 
the Magazine your request to have cases of delu- 
sion noticed in a public manner, I have thought 
proper to have it published, hoping its publication 
may be of sufficient benefit to the community to 
over balance the wounds it may inflict on the unfor- 
tunate young man’s connexions, G. M. P. 

A respectable promising young man by the name 
of , living in the village of , State of New- 
York, was something more than a year since, while 
seriously considering his future destiny, brought 
under, what is commonly called, concern of mind. 
Being in a poor state of health, in this situation was 
visited by some of his Methodist friends, who in- 
formed him it was possible for him so to fall away 
as to lose his religion, and of consequence his soul. 
The effect produced by this information in this 
weak state, was what might have been expected. 
He was soon after deprived of his reasoning facul- 
ties and was actually so far deranged as to make 
several attempts to relieve his troubled mind, by 
committing suicide, but was prevented putting his 
designs in execution, by some fiiendly hand, He 
has now regained his former health, but his mind 
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does not appear regulated. He speaks of having 
had a revelation different from any ever before re- 
He says, the religion he once possessed is 


He in conversation with 


vealed. 
gone, yea, for ever gone. 
one of his acquaintance, but a short time since, 
said that he was confident that his soul would be 
for ever lost, that he bad not a remaining hope. 

-Vote. In consideration of the possibility of 
“wounding the feelings of the young man’s con- 
nexions,” we withhold the name and place; but 
reserve them for the satisfaction of inquirers. 

Univer. Mag. 
—>>—— 
PARTING WITH FRIENDS. 
A letter from Dr. Franklin to Miss Hubbard, on the 
death of his brother Mr. John Franklin. 

I condole with you. We have lost a most dear 
and valuable relation—But it is the will of God and 
nature, that these mortal bodies be laid aside, when 
the soul is to enter into real life. This is rather an 
embryo state, a preparation for living. A man is 
not completely born until he be dead. Why then 
should we grieve that a new child is born among the 
immortals—a new member added to their happy so- 
cicty? We are spirits: that bodies should be lent 
us, while they can afford us pleasure, assist us in 
acquiring knowledge, or doing good to our fellow 
creatures, is a kind and benevolent act of God. 
When they become unfit for these purposes, and 
afford us pain instead of pleasure ; instead of an aid, 
become an incumbrance, and answer none of the 
intentions for which they were given, it is equally 
kind and benevolent that a way is provided by which 
we may get rid of them. Death is that way. We 
ourselves, in some cases, prudently choose a partial 
death. A mangled, painful limb, which cannot be 
restored, we unwillingly cut off—He who plucks out 
a tooth, parts with it freely, since the pain goes with 
it; and he who quits the whole body, parts at once 
with all pain, and possibilities of pains and diseases 
it was liable to, or capable of making him suffer. 

Our friend and we were invited abroad on a party 
of pleasure, which is to last forever. His chaise 
was ready first, and he is gone before us. Wecould 
not all conveniently start together ; and why should 
you and I be grieved at this, since we are soon to 
follow, and know where to find him? Adieu. 

—~—>—- 
IMPORTANT DISCOVERY, 
OR THE ORIGIN OF YELLOW FEVER. 

While our medical men have been crazing their 
brains to no purpose, and our Corporation ransack- 
ing the archives of the experienced, and expending 
money to arrest the progress of infection, the reve- 
rend clergy, unsolicited, have divulged the grand 
secret, and explained, to wonder-gazing audiences, 
in the country and suburbs of this city, the cause of 
the pestilence which is now devastating our streets. 
Their decision sets the contending parties for do- 
mestic and foreign origin at defiance ; and proves 
that the filth of streets, and supposed anima‘cula in 
the atmosphere, have nothing to do with it. If we 
can believe these reverend gentlemen, Heaven, 





Earth, aud Hell, are moved to avenge them, and 


punish the audacious wretches who dared to ques. 
tion their right to rule with a rod of tron! In plain 
English: The Yellow Fever is a judgment troy 
Heaven upon the inhabitants of this city, for theiy 
opposition to the Holy Clergy last year! 

For ourselves, we say, “ Father, thy will be done.” 
We would bow submissively to all the dispensation; 
of our Heavenly Father’s Providence. If it is Hi; 
will that Yellow Fever shall prevail, it is ours also! 
But, in view of the arrogant pretensions ani 
assumpsions of those doctors, and would-be doctor. 
of divinity, who conspired against the liberties of 
the inhabitants of this city, in the summer of 182), 
we say, as did David of old, “Let us fall now ing 
the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are grea, 
and let me not fall into the hands of man.” 

—<—_>-_- 
MR. KNEELAND’S LECTURES. 

We recently mentioned the circumstance of , 
letter addressed to Mr. Kneeland, by one Rosweii 
Judson, “ purporting to be a refutation of his Le. 
tures on Divine Benevolence,” &c. It appears 
Judson kept his refutation to himself, so far as» 
prevent, if possible, Mr. Kneeland from seeing jt 
it is an easy matter to conjecture the truth in this 
instance. When a man is convinced that his pub: 
incation is a wilful departure from truth, it is to be 
supposed he will keep it, if possible, from the eyes 
of those who are in possession of facts to invalidate 
it. Mr. Kneeland, however, by some other mean 
than the politeness of the author, possessed hin- 
self of a copy of the letter addressed to him, and, in 
reply, says, that Mr. Roswell Judson, A. M. “ha 
not quoted a single proposition, nor replied tu « 
single argument!” A most wonderful confutation 
this! 

—<j—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A GOOD REASON. 

Last Sabbath, while hearing the Rev. John Buy 
“reason out of the Scriptures,” he, with a view! 
upset the doctrine of election, quoted John, “Be 
hold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins: 
the World!” And said, “shall we conclude frou 
this, that the sin of the whole world shall be take: 
away? Certainly not: and why? because we shoul 
then all be Universalists.” 

A FRIEND TO CONSISTENC! 

Harpersfield, N. Y. Sept. 6. 

= 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazin. 
CRUELTY TO BEASTS. 
A man of kindness, to his beast is kind— 
But brutal actions show a brutal mind. 
Remember—he who made thee, made the brute. 
Who gave thee speech and reason, form’d him mute 
He can’t complain, but God’s omniscient eye 
Beholds thy cruelty. He hears his cry; 
He was design’d thy servant, and thy drudge ; 
But know, that his Creator is thy Judge! 
SIR ATED 
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